REA 


Ray. n.f. [rate , rayon, Fr. radius, Lat.J 

i. A beam of light. 

^ Thefe eyes that roll in vain 

1° find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn. Milton . 
1 he leaf! light, or part of light, which may be ftopt alone, 
or do or fuffer any thing alone, which the reft of the light 


doth not or fuffers not, I call a ray of light. 

2. Any luftre corporeal or intelleftual. 

The air fharpen’d his vifual ray. 

3. [Raye, Fr. rata, Lat.l A fifh. 

I- T- > 1 


Newton . 


Milton. 
Ainfworth. 
Ainfworth. 
To ftreak ; to 


Shakefp . 
Shakefp. 


4. [LgUuih, Lat.j An herb. 

I o Ray. <i/. [r^r, Fr. from the noun.J 

mark in long lines. An old word. 

Befide a bubbling fountain low fhe lay, 

Which fhe increafed with her bleeding heart. 

And the clean waves with purple gore did ray . Fa, £hi. 
His horfe is rated with the yellows. Shakefp. 

Was ever man fo beaten ? was ever men fo raied ? was 
ever man fo weary ? Shakefp . Taming of the Shrew. 

Ray, for array. Spenfer. 

Raze. n. f [ rayz , a root, Spanifti.] A root of ginger.' This 
is commonly written race, but lefs properly. 

I have a gammon of bacon and two razes of ginger to be 
delivered. Shakefp . Henry IV. p , i. 

Fo Raze. v. a. [ rafer , Fr. rafus , Lat. See Rase. 

1. To overthrow; to ruin; to fubvert. 

Will you fuffer a temple, how poorly built foever, but yet 
a temple of your deity, to be razed . Sidney, b . ii. 

He yoaketh your rebellious necks, 

Razeth your cities, and fubverts your towns. Shakefp. 

It grieved the tyrant, that fo bafe a town flxould fo long- 
hold out, fo that he would threaten to raze it. Knolles. 

Shed chriftian blood, and populous cities raze ; 

Becaufe they’re taught to ufe fome different phrafe. Waller . 
We touch’d with joy 

The royal hand that raz'd unhappy Troy. Dryden . 

The place would be razed to the ground, and its founda¬ 
tions fown with fait. Addifon’s Spectator, N° 189, 

2. To efface. 

Fatal this marriage ; cancelling your fame, 

' Razing the characters of your renown. 

Pluck from the memory a rooted forrow, 

Raze out the written troubles of the brain. 

He in derifion fets 

Upon their tongues a various fpirit, to raze 
Quite out their native language; and inftead. 

To fow a jangling noife of words, Milton’s Par. Loft. 

3. To extirpate. 

I’ll find a day to maffacre them all. 

And raze their faction and their family: Shakefp . 

RA ZOR. n. f. [rafor, Lat.j A knife with a thick blade and 
fine edge ufed in (having. 

Zeal, except ordered aright, ufeth the razor with fuch ea- 
gernefs, that the life of religion is thereby hazarded. Hooker. 
Thefe words are razors to my wounded heart. Shakefp . 
Thofe thy boift’rous locks, not by the fword 
Of noble warrior, fo to (lain his honour, 

But by the barber’s razor beft fubdu’d. Milton’s Agonifes. 

All our lords are by his wealth outvy’d, 

Whofe razor on my callow beard was try’d. Dry den. 

Razor makers generally clap a fmall bar of Venice fteel 
between two fmall bars of Flemifh fteel, and weld them to¬ 
gether, to ftrengthen the back of the razor. Moxon. 

Ra'zourable. adj. [fvomrazor.] Fit to be fhaved. Not in ufe. 

y New-born chins be rough and razouralle. Shakefp. 
Ra'zorfish. n.f. 

The fheath or razorfijb refembleth in length and bignefs a 
man’s finger. Carew’s Survey of Cornwall. 

Ra'zure. n. f \rafure, Fr. rafura , Latin.] Aft of erafing. 
Oh ! your defert fpeaks loud ; 

It well deferves with characters of brafs 
A forted refidence, ’gainft the tooth of time 
And razure of oblivion. Shakefp . Meajure for Meafure. 
Re. Is an infeparable particle ufed by the Latins, and from them 
borrowed by us to denote iteration or backward aftion : 
as, return, to come back ; to revive , to live again ; reper - 
cujfion , the aft of driving back. 

Re 4'ccess. 1:. f [re and accefs.] Vifit renewed. 

Let pafs the quailing and withering of all things by the 
rccefs, and their reviving by the reaccefs of the fun. Hakewill. 
To Reach, v. a. ancient preterite raught. [paecan, Saxon.j 

1. To touch with the hand extended. 

What are riches, empire, pow’r. 

But larger means to gratify the will; 

'Fhe fteps by which we climb to rife and reach 
Our wifh, and that obtained, down with a fcaftolding 
Of fcepters, crowns and thrones: they’ve ferv’d their end, 
Arid there like lumber to be left and fcorn’d. Congreve. 

2. To arrive at; to attain any thing diftant; to ftrike from a 
diftance. 

Round the tree 

They longing ftood, but could not reach. Milton . 

O patron powff, thy prefent aid afford. 

That I may reach the beaft. Dry den. 
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The coaft fo long defir’d 

Thy tiOops {hall read?, but haying reach’d, recent r> - 
Wha. remains beyond this, we ha°ve no ,„o.-e » ’ 

tion of, than a mariner has of the depth of the fo- • ’ i n °" 

having letdown his founding-line, he reaches no bottom V > ’ 
It mu ft fall perhaps before this letter reaches your hat?" 

3. To fetch from fome place diftant, and give. P °^' 

He reached me a full cup. ° o Rfl~ • 

4. To bring forward from a diftant place. ~ ja '' x,v ’39- 

Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands • and 
hither thy hand, and thruft it into mv fide. v ’ m> 

5. To hold out; to ftretch forth. ' ^ " - Xl 2 7- 

Thefe kinds of goodnefs are fo nearly united to the thin, 
which defire them, that we icarcely perceive the appetite tn 
ftir in reaching forth her hand towards them. ‘ V j, , lo 

firft Vhen thou fltteft amon S man y> reach not thine hand ott 

6. To attain ; to gain ; to obtain. Tu/uJ. xxxi. itf. 

The beft accounts of the appearances of nature, which h„ 

man penetration can reach, comes fhort of its reality. C/.Z' 

7. To transfer. ; '-nyne. 

Through fuch hands 

The knowledge of the gods is reach’d to man. 
o. To penetrate to. 

Whatever alterations are made in the body, if thev 1 
not the mind, there is no perception. ‘ ^ r Z 

9. To be adequate to. s-ocee. 

lEe law reached the intention of the promoters, and this 
act fixed the natural price ol money. LcZ 

If thefe examples of grown men reach not the cafe of rhiT 

dren, let them examine. Tocke nr, FA, r 

xo. To extend to. ^cke on Education. 

Thy defire leads to no excefs that reaches blame. Milton 
rier imprecations reach not to the tomb, 

They {hut not out fociety in death. ’ Addifon's Cato 
II. 7 extend; to fpread abroad. ^ 

Trees reach'd too far their pamper’d boughs. Milton 
fo Reach, v . n. 0 

1. To be extended. 

We hold that the power which the church hath lawfully 

f ° xrxv aWS d a' e , Xten , d unt0 fundr y thin g s of ecclefiaftical 
junfdiction, and iuch other matters whereto their opinion is 

that the church’s authority and power doth not reach. Hoder. 

r he new world reaches quite crofs the torrid zone in one 
tropick to the other. ^ , 

When men purfue their thoughts of fpace, they are apfto 

flop at the confines of body, as it fpace were there at an end 
too, and reached no farther. . jr ^ 

It I do not afk any thing improper, let me be buried by 
I neodolius ; my vow reaches no farther than the grave. Add. 

1 he influence ot the ftars reaches to many events, which 
are not in the power of reafon. Rwift 

2. To be extended far. * 

Great men have reaching hands. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

3. 10 penetrate. 

He hath delivered them into your hand, and ye have ilain 
them in a rage, that reacheth up into heaven. 2 Chr. xxviii. 

,. e r f a \. {° rwar( I into futurity, and bring up to our thoughts 
objects hid in the remoteft depths of time. Acldijon. 

4. To make efforts to attain. 

Could a failor always fupply new line, and find the plum¬ 
met fink without hopping, he would be in the pofture cf the 
mind, reaching after a pofitive idea of infinity. Locke. 

5. To take in the hand. 

Left he reach of the tree of life, and eat. Milton. 
Reach, n. f. [from the verb.] 

1. Aft of reaching or bringing by extenfion of the hand. 

2. rower of reaching or taking in the hand. 

Theie may be in a man’s reach a book containing pictures 
and difeourfes, capable to delight and inftruft him, which yet 
he may never have the will to open. Locke. 

3 - of attainment or management. 

In addons, within the reach of power in him, a man feems 
as tree as it is poflible for freedom to make him. Locke . 

4. Power; limit of faculties. 

Our fight may be confidered as a more diffufive kind of 
touch, that brings into our reach fome of the 1110ft remote 
parts of the univerfe. Addifon. 

Be fine yourfelr and your own reach to know, 

How far your genius, tafte and learning go. Pope. 

5. Contiivance ; artful fcheme ; deep thought. 

Diawn by others, who had deeper reaches than themfelves 
to matters which they leaft intended. Hayward. 

Some, under types, have afrefted obfeurity to amufe and 
make themfelves admired for profound reaches . Howel , 

6. A^fetch ; an artihee to attain loine diffant advantage. 

* File duke ot Parma had particular reaches and ends of his 
own underhand, to crofs the defign. Bacon. 

7. Tendency lo diftant coniequences. 

Strain not my (peech 
To grofier iffues, nor to larger reach. 

Than to fufpicion. Shakefp. Othello . 

8. Extent. 


\ 
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8. Extent. , 

The confines met of empyrean heav n, 

And of this world : and, on the left hand, hell 
With long reach interpos’d, Milton s Pur. Left, b. X. 

To REA'CT.%. a . [re and act.] To return the impulfe or 

impreffion. ., n . 

T'he lungs being the chief inftrument of fanguification, 

and afting ftrongly upon the chyle to bring it to an animal 

fluid, mul be reacted upon as ftrongly. ^ Arbuthnot. 

Cut off your hand, and you may do 

With t’ other hand the work of two; 

Becaufe the foul her power contrafts, 

And on the brother limb readis. Swift j Mifcellcmies. 

Reaction, n.f [reaction, Fr. from reaft ] The recipro¬ 
cation of any impulfe or force imprefied, made oy the body 
on which fuch impreffion is made: action and reaction are 

equal. 

Do not great bodies conferve their heat the longeft, their 
parts heating one another ; and may not great, denfe and 
fixed bodies, when heated beyond a certain degree, emit 
fight fo copioufly, as, by the emiflion and reaction of its 
jPrht, and the reflexions and refraftions of its rays within its 
pores, to grow ftill hotter till it comes to a certain period of 
heat, fuch as is that of the fun ? Newton s Opticks. 

Alimentary fubftances, of a mild nature, aft with fmall 
force upon the folids, and as the aftion and reaction are equal, 
the fmalleft degree of force in the folids digefts them. Arb. 
Read, n.f [pzeb, Saxon; raed, Dutch.] , 

1. Counfel. 

The man is bleft that hath not lent 
To wicked read his ear. Sternhold. 

2. Saying; faw. This word is in both fenfes obfolete. 

This reade is rife that oftentime 
Great cumbers fall unfoft. 

In humble dales is footing fail. 

The trade is not fo tickle. Spenfer • 

To FT AD. v. a. pret. read, part. paff. read. [pseS, Saxon.] 

1. 'To perufe any thing written. 

I have feen her take forth paper, w r rite upon’t, read it, 
and afterwards leal it. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

The paffage you muft have read, though fince dipt oYit cj>{ 
your memory. p 0 f Cm 

If we have not leifure to read over the book itfelf regularly, 
then by the titles of chapters we may be direfted to perufe 
feveral fcchons. Watts’s Improvement of the Mind. 

2. i o difeover by characters or marks. 

An armed corfe did lye. 

In whofe dead face he read great magnanimity. Spenfer. 

3. To learn by obfervation. 

Thole about her 

From her (hall read the perfect ways of honour. Shakefp. 

4. To know fully. 

O mod delicate fiend ! 

^ Who is’t can read a woman t Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

To Read. v. n. 

1. To perform the act of perufmg writing. 

L fhall be with him, and he fhall read therein, that he may 
learn to fear the Lord. rw -vii T / 

2. To be ftudious in books. 9> 

’Tis fore that Fleury reads. Taylor. 

3. 1 o know by reading. 

I have read of an eaftern king, who put a judge to death 
for an iniquitous fentence. Swift 

Read, particip. adj. [from read-, the verb read is pronounced 
real-, the preterite and participle red. J Skilful by reading 

virgil 3 fhepherds are too well read in the philofophy of 

Jcpicurus. ** t\ J i 

tit- 1 JUry den. 

^ e have a poet among us, of a genius as exalted as his 

-amre, and who is very well read in Longinus his treatife 

concerning the foblime. Addifon's Guardian, N° 108 

Reading, n.f. [fromread.] 

1. Study in books ; perufal of books. 

r hough reading and convention may furnilh us wi f h 
many .deas of men and things, yet it is our own meditation 
mu. form our judgment. Watts’s Improvement of the Mind 
Refs reading then makes felons Tcape, 

Lefs human genius than God gives an ape. 

Can make a Cibber. „ 

2. A lecture; a prelection. °‘’ e ' 

3. Publick recital. 

'1 he Jews always had their weekly readings cf the law. 

r*- . Hooker , b. v. C R 

Give attendance to reading, exhortation and dodtnne. ’ 

4. Variation of copies. 1 Ttm ' iv< J 3 - 

foms hZ,n J T-° ! ■ 

Riade ption. n.f. [re and adeptus, Latin.] Recovery • W 
of regaining. J u ; ^ 

" y ‘ hat th ' Trevlgi mwerof 

Reader, n.f [from read.] Bacon. 

1% One that perufes any thing written. 
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As we mulr take the care that our words and tenie oe clear) 
fo if the obfeurity happen through the hearers or readers want 
of underftanding, I am not to anfwer for them. B. Johnfon. 

2. One ftudious in books. 

Bafiris’ altars and the dire decrees 

Of hard Eureftheus, ev’ry reader fees. Dryden. 

3. One whole office is to read prayers in churches. 

He got into orders, and became a reader in a parifli church 

at twenty pounds a year. Swift . 

iA-'dership. n.f [from reader.] The office of reading 
prayers. 

When they have taken a degree, they get into orders, and 
follicit a readerjhip. Swift's Mifcellanies. 

Readily, adv. [fromready.] Expeditely ; with little hinde- 
rance or delay. ^ 

My tongue obey’d, and readily could name 
Whate’er 1 faw. Milton. 

Thofe very things, which are declined as impoflible, are 
readily practicable in a cafe of extreme neceffity. South. 

1 readily grant, that one truth cannot contradift another. 

Locke. 

Every one fometime or other dreams that he is reading 
papers, in which cafe the invention prompts fo readily, that 
the mind is impofed upon. Addifon’s Spectator, 487. 

Re a'diness. n.f [from ready.] 

1. Expeditenefs; promptitude. 

He would not forget the readinefs of their king, in aiding 
him when the duke of Bretagne failed him. Bacon * 

He opens himfelf to the man of buffnefs with reluftancy, 
but off ers himfelf to the vifits of a friend with facility and all 
the meeting readinefs of defire. South . 

2. The date of being ready or fit for any thing. 

Have you an army ready ? 

—T he centurions and their charges already in the enter¬ 
tainment to be on foot at an hour’s warning. 

— I am joyful to hear of their readinefs. Shakefp • 

# They remained near a month, that they might be in re a- 
dinefs to attend the motion of the army. Clarendon. 

3. facility ; freedom from hinderance or obftruftion. 

Nature has provided for the readinefs and eafmefs of 

fpeech. ^ _ Holder’s Elements of Speech. 

4* otate of being willing or prepared. 

A pious and well-diipoled mind, attended with a readinefs 
to obey the known will of God, is the fureft means to en¬ 
lighten the underftanding to a belief of chriftianity. South. 

T heir conviftion grew fo ftrong, that they embraced the 
lame truths, and laid down their lives, or were always in a 
readinefs to do it, rather than depart from them. Addifon. 

KeadmFssion. n.f [re and admiffion. ] The aeft of admit¬ 
ting again. 

in an exhaufted receiver, animals, that feem as they were 
dead, revive upon the readmiffion of frefti air. Arbuthnot. 
i o Rea dmit v. a. [re and admit.} To let in a?ain. 

1 hefe evils I deferve, 

A ct ueipair not of his final pardon. 

Whole ear is ever open, and his eye 

Gracious to readmit the foppliant. Milton's Agonijles. 

Aftcr twenty minutes I readmitted the air. Derham 

T - “ d ^ again , 

fhe ftreams now change their languid blue. 

Regain their glory, and their fame renew, 

REAT)Y 3 ; kt r h0 s° U q S read ° rn thC tide ' Rlackmore. 

Saxon.]’ J ‘ nEb ’ SaX ° n J red °> Swedilh 5 hfobe, nimble, 

1. Prompt; not delayed. 

kingdom ''bTrT 0 ?? 5 ^' e ^ d reac ^ ie ft money of any in this 

* ° He overlook'^ ° f a P ‘ ice abroad ‘ Temple. 
And , llo ° k d h ‘ s hind * i their pay was juft 

And ready: for he /corn’d to go on truft. J Dryden 

2. f it for a purpoie ; not to feek. y 

All things are ready, if 0 ur minds be fo. 

Jvfofo tlC man , whoPe min< I is backward now ! Shakefp . 
Make you ready your ftiff bats and clubs ; JP 

OneTandfoe? ^ M th / P ° int of battJe - Shakefp. 
And in * 1 * e / word ’ anc * on e the pen employs, 

Vl j P tbe read ' i P a P er Pes. Dryden 

Tbe hpfi Cre r , P r‘ efts with read y knive s bereave 3 
q-i n vs ofiiie, and in full bowls receive 

I he itreaming bloorl , 

3 ' be?„ a i:4. accomm » d; “ d “ “ y «>» SHhcf 

Trouble and anguifh {hall prevail ao-ainft him ^ i • 
ready to the battle. ^ ° nlt llni ’ as a kln g 

Heath ready Hands to interpofe his dart J °° ZrU‘ 
t I he word which I have mv n I’ll n / . Mlt0n ’ 

fhe be brave, he’s ready for the ftroke KV ° D d 

_1 he imagination is always reftlels and tk mi r ' J ' (cn ‘ 
being laid afide, is reads, for 3 eltlels ’ ar >d the will, realon 

4- Willing; eager. * or ever y extravagant project. Locke. 

al ways "ready to imTutethTbla^ 002 ? ^ SS the >’ would, are 

- *—^ 

5- Being 

























































































































































































